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Escales Lyriques’ Raison d’Etre

Launching a career as a professional opera singer is harder today than ever. Even after years spent in the best musical schools, talented young soloists are forever on the look-out for new opportunities to perform in public and for extra training with high-profile professionals to improve on their singing with stage direction.

Outside of the main cities, opera is virtually non-existent (in France in any case) and is perceived as an elitist form of music. But how can people be expected to appreciate opera if there are no local productions?

It is for these reasons that opera buff and amateur singer, Libby Cherdel, founded the association, Escales Lyriques, in June 2005 on Ile d’Yeu, a small island off the west coast of France, where she and her husband spend part of the year. In spite of a strong local tradition of seafaring songs, classical music and opera productions are few and far between on the island.

In August 2006, Escales Lyriques held the first edition of an 8-day, opera workshop for young singers who were all-expenses paid on the island. They prepared two public concerts sung on the evenings following their training. 

First Edition held in 2006

Nine singers, aged from 18-32 years old, were selected at the auditions, held in April 2006. The opera workshop took place in August 2006 culminating with two concerts of extracts from operas by Mozart, Donizetti and Massenet. The teaching team was made up of Stephen Taylor, producer, Catherine Dubosc, soprano and singing teacher and Knut Jacques, pianist. 

Following the enthusiastic feed-back received from both singers and teachers plus the very complimentary remarks from the audience, Escales Lyriques has decided to continue promoting young, talented singers.

Second Edition in 2007

Inscription leaflets for the auditions were sent in March to singing teachers in the main French Conservatoires, to those in the Conservatoires Supérieurs of Geneva, Lausanne, Brussels, Liège, Amsterdam and to teachers in the five leading music schools of Great Britian and in the seven major music schools in Germany. 

The auditions will take place in Paris on May 11 and 12, 2007. 

The jury will include Malcolm Walker, baritone and singing teacher at the CNSMD de Paris, Stephen Taylor, stage producer, Valérie Guillorit, soprano and singing teacher at the 

Conservatoire of Amsterdam (assistant to Magreet Honig from 2001-2004), and Knut Jacques, pianist.

Opera Workshop + Concerts (August 7-18, 2007)

The selected singers will work on Ile d’Yeu under the direction of Stephen Taylor, Valérie Guillorit and Knut Jacques plus another pianist from August 8-15, 2007. They will prepare a concert of extracts from operas of the 18th to the 20th Centuries, to be performed twice on August 16 and 17, 2007.

The singers will have all their expenses (boat, accomodation, food, workshop fees, bicycle rental) paid as from their arrival at Fromentine (the port 70 km. south of Nantes from where the ferry leaves for Yeu) on August 7 until they leave Yeu on August 18.

Ile d’Yeu is particularly suited for a singing workshop. Everyone is self-sufficient, on foot or by bike, the distances are small and, in their free time, singers and teachers can make the most of the beautiful beaches.

Concerts

The concerts Scènes Lyriques will be given on Ile d’Yeu, August 16 and 17, 2007, in the marquis installed inside the Citadelle de Pierre Levée.

And after 2007 ?

Escales Lyriques aims to continue its annual opera workshop thus providing gifted young soloists with a complete professional experience and the general public on Ile d’Yeu the chance to see a quality production of extracts from famous operas. 

Escales Lyriques are sponsored by the Conseil Général de Vendée, the Conseil Régional des Pays de la Loire, by the Town Hall of Ile d’Yeu, by Crédit Mutuel Océan, SAUR and Vendéa. 

Address near Paris :

7, avenue Edmond Blanc

78170 La Celle Saint Cloud

T : 33 (0)1 39 69 25 14 and 33 (0)6 83 26 37 27
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